Rule 3.670. Rendition of
Judgment

If the defendant is found guilty, a judgment of guilty and, if the defendant has been acquitted, a
judgment of not guilty shall be rendered in open court and in writing, signed by the judge, filed,
and recorded. However, where allowed by law, the judge may withhold an adjudication of guilt
if the judge places the defendant on probation.

When a judge renders a final judgment of conviction, withholds adjudication of guilt after a
verdict of guilty, imposes a sentence, grants probation, or revokes probation, the judge shall
forthwith inform the defendant concerning the rights of appeal therefrom, including the time
allowed by law for taking an appeal. Within 15 days after the signed written judgment and
sentence is filed with the clerk of court, the clerk of the court shall serve on counsel for the
defendant and counsel for the state a copy of the judgment of conviction and sentence entered,
noting thereon the date of service by a certificate of service. If it is the practice of the trial court
or the clerk of court to hand deliver copies of the judgment and sentence at the time of
sentencing and copies are in fact hand delivered at that time, hand delivery shall be noted in the
court file, but no further service shall be required and the certificate of service need not be
included on the hand-delivered copy.
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